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5 CONFIDENTIAL
DEP!nTEWNT OF THE RMY

HFA'DQUIATFP.S, 0Th C1MBAT AVIATION flTTIMON
APO 96377

AW(',,;:- 15 Febrar" 196W

S!':BJCTi Operati,.,.cl Report for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968
(Rcs GSFOR-65)

T o): C I-M T,,I S T '13 71 1 1'T 14•

SECTION I - Significant Ort ai.zational Activities

I. (C) General:

a. Xission: The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion provides aviation
support as 'irected'by Coi.anding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group in
su!'port of ain'.obile operations designed to search out and destroy the in-
surent enemy and to e.tenc. Government of Vietnam (WVN) Control of the popu-
lation; to provide 1.eneral, support aviation as diroctec, by Cormanding
Officer 17th Cocibat Aviation Croup: to I Fiel Forces, Vietnam (IWORCEV)s
Deputy Senior Aovisor (LFA) II Corps and 5th Special Forces Oroup; to
provicde command and control ol the rissigned and attached units ss directed
by the Corurandin% Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group.

b. Organization: The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion was orgon-
izet as follows on 31 January 1968:

Headquarcers and Headquarters Detachment
130th eecicl ]:.etachtment r'.apensary
3 31th Aviation Support Detachment

61st Assault Hlelicopter Comwany
61bth Transportation I etachment (CI•Mi,)
922n6 Si~nal betacnrnent (Avionics)

"Lne Assarit Helicopter C(.ompany.
6174h Transportat.i on rietackiment (CHFM)
732rc Sional Detachment (Avionicts)

192n6 Assault Helicopter Company
607th Transportation 'J etachmxent (CMI.)
65th Signal Detachment (Avionics)

2blst Assault helicopter Company
483rd Transportation Det, a.hment (OWN)
L95tn Sitrual 'Detachment (Avionics)

196th Assault SVooort Felicopter Company
610tb Transportation Detechient (k;RDSM) --
546th I.eoical Detachment

ei 51 GP4 Downgraded at 3 yr. inter.G.S1155CONFIDENTIAL vales teclassified after 12 years.
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"O4rd I s:ault. Support Helicopter Couipanvi

620th Tran s porta tion D)e tachment (LC MClPit)

3L1 nd Aviation ,upr~.ort I]etachinent(9

c. In accordance writh paraEraph 1, Ceneral 0rcr6 -14, '-Lp ea~
qx!,-rtt ru;, Ut Lii Coml at kviaticon Group, tcetet 6 W'ovtjrber 196-7, the 196th
As.,nu t Supla-irt 1;elieop1tev 'umrpanyj 6110t~h Trans-Portation Uoitjrhmbrit fand
5LCUi; K-)jico1 beahmot I-xo rceassij.nec 1rori, the 2(.6th CzxbLut Pviation

di. In arcorc.vxe tith rDurat..raph, 1, General). Orcers 311 heai'-
qW1artcl-5, l'i L' d'A4i, L att'o 1 'eceo uer 1967., the 61st ..8sault Helicopter

S616th rr..oportaitiol, T.o.tachineit andl the 922na Sij~nal Letachment
&ýi a tiý: "W. to x~ 10t. C,,iuit Aviationi '?attalion.

e. in &(conzý, ' ict with p~rai~ra.,I, 1,. Ge.neral Orn'era 3L., Head-
y r~rs, l1tV! 2'ACq dateu 20 11a(ember 1967, 'the 9-2nd Assault Helicopter

Covipan',,- bl. tl Tr:iprttu. Tietachtiuent., and thit 732n%-' Signal Dretachment
wotýai net. to the 10th Coi~bat Aviation I~attallon.

f. In a((omorcae i:~th pnrai~raiih 1., General Ort.ers 607$,9 1ea6-
qvart,ýrs, 1st Aviation DriE~c cýatte 31. I'cexnher ' 190,7, the 117th Aseat' it
Blelicopter Goniaay, aLUth Transportation 1'etachpiirnt andl 250th SiLnal

etal(hoie~nt viwrr' rertsi~ rie6 fr.)m tie 17th Combat i~AU Croup to the 12th
C .t.Aviat.'un Croup eI~te.ctivc: 1 January 196b,

E. Th 130th Mcicaili Vetrch.-.ent flispensa'ry was att,,checi t,. fiea6-
q, Lrtc i's, 0ti. Co,. qt ` , , toni lattalion in a~corcance 'with. Cerneral Orct rs
3ý ý,atecu 9 January 159ot, 1Hcý.aqun~rters,. 10th CAB, eIlfective 1 January 1968,

h. The 1.0th CKrib;%t Lvistion Ea-ttaljon a-;suined control over Lane
Ar..y !1j x;,%rt., !ki Sun on 15 Yoveriber 1967 per ThX AV~jij-S.C 5857-67 dated
13 Nov Jte 1)6Y. LTC Allre R. Smith, Deputy iPattalion Comnmander, was
a--si.-n. ,Instdk~tiori "oorlinator.

i. The 2 O4rd Pkssault Sup-.1ort Helicop'*c-r Comipany and the 620th
Tr; -trlat.ion -c'tcchi.ent were assit ned to the 10th Comrbat !-viatioa
F-nltti I . in a, cor,_ nce w-ith Ceneral Orders 26', Heac-quarters., 17th. rombat
.`via.tion Croup, Latec. 2L lovenber 1967.

J. In accornrice with paioa~.aph I, General Orders 10s Head-
quorters, 17th Co-l~at Aviontion Groiupp cated 21 January 19U",, the 192nd
Assa,_it oielicopter Cuipany., 607th Transportation fletaichmc~nt ane 65th
Si- nal . Ietacinment w~erc reau.i~nec from the 2obth Combat Aviation B~attalion
to the 1.1th Cor'bat Aviation Ea~ttrzlion effective 15 January 1968.

1. Th*is itnit, ast~ifned t,, the 2,L'th CAB,, provideg control personnil for
Laia.r i Hel .-r,..n `,on, RV.*~
i. The 2)'.3r.. A.3 C -r.as assirgrnec. to the 10th CAB VOCO, 17th WAG, on 2.9 October
4.- 67,
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k.' Chanjes in Battalion Command and primary staff were as followst

(1) In -'1,:ordance with para:.raph 1, Cenpral Orders 1, Head-
quarters, 10th Combat Aviation DCttalions dated.c January 1968, LTC Yarion
F. En.land assumed coriraand of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion from LTC
F.vene F. Crooks.

(2) LTC Edwcin I. 'Cay assued the outies as Executive
0i.ficer, e"iective 26 1Noveiic..er 1s671

(3) LTC Alfred Rt Smith assumed the dvties as Leputy
Battalion Co;ia,•nder effective 5 'November 1967.

(W) hiajor Ceorge C. Stroh asstned the duties of Pattalion
S-2p, eIlective' 2t ioveml.er 19 6 76

(5) :I'ajor John Fo Oliver aorumed'the d~ities of£.Battalion
S-3, efJ'ective 7 1ovember 1967.

(6) Major William J. Poole assumed the duties of Battalion
S-h, elfective 11 December 1967.

lI Newly assigned companies•in the 10th CAB are commanded
as follows:

(1) The 243r%; Assault Support Helicopter Co.&pany is commanded
by L-.ajor Billy J, 3rown.

(2) The 196th Assault Support Helicopter Comripany is comanded
y i•ajor Ikrtl•kr 1 irnsdio0li,,

(3) The 61st Assault Helicopter Capany is cormanded ty
Fajor Clr.rcnce U. F-rooker.

(L) The 92nd Assault Helicopter CoL;psny is coniranoed by
1-ajor KenCtall L. Stevart.

(5) Tne 192nd Assault 4elicqpter Company is cormandec by
, ajor Ronalo L. Baker.

2. (C) Intelli.,ence:

a. rhysical Security: An extensive program has been undertaken
to iv.prove the battalion perimeter defense a"' alert posture. The 10th
Combat 1-viatiozn Pattalion li., sical Security an. Cround Defense Plan was
reviscd in December. FightinC bunkerr are being constructed, cormunications
trenches are Lein, dug and in.proved perimeter likbtirAL is being installed.
Claynoreu and trip flares have been placed within the defensive wire.
Seconcary cclensive positions around aircraft parking areas, motor pools
and billets havL been desihnated and. a "e bein-A prenared. Primary

CONFIDENTIAL
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and backup communications have been established with each section tied
oirectly to the Dattalion TOC for early warning and rapid reaction in the
event oi an attf.ck. Uirens have Leen placeo in each company area to improve
the altýrt warninj systei . The Battalion ractioni force has been increased
iron thirty to s.venty p-i-sonnelb S;ecurity lightin{ is being installed around
Flnriders Heliport to cssist guarcs in protectinl the aircraft parkinL area
from "Sapper" attack. Unfortunately, Whis project had not been co.pleted
prior to thL O3JO bour attack on 30 January 196b when "Sappers" destroyed
three aircr;at aiu daiabed si. others with satchel "charkes. The deiense
1lan has Lecn rehearsed ten times during this reporting perioL. Republic
of Norea L'orces in the DongBa Thin area continue to provide aggressive
patrolling an(' wasbu3h oerationio to couritcr possible large scale ground or
mortar attL.ck. Close liaison and cooperation is naintained with the Dong
Ba Thin Oost Cooidinato:.• the Cam Rahh Bay Defense Coordinator and the 30th
ROYK7Rc•iment. On, liqk-. fire team.and a,.flare ship are placed on ramp
alert nightly to assist in the area defense when aircraft availability per-
mits. In addition, a dai.ly aircraft surveillance patr6l is flown at sunset.
Similar steps have been taken in the defensive posture df Lane Army Heliport
at An Son, RVN.

b. CoiuiSerintelligence: Increased emphasis has been placed on
this vital area. The problem has been to make personnel aware of existing
roegulations. An inspection was made in all as~sgned companies by the 8-2
in an effort to evaluate the counterintelligence activities at that level
and to point out deficiencies as well as the corrective action necessary.
Steps have been i;c.,n to publicize the requirement to burn all office waste1
the proper mcthod of mcrking and handling classified information sent by
courier and the da-.ger of discussing military information in unauthorized
art as.

3. (C) Operations and Training Activities

a. Plans: At the close of this reporting period; the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion (CAB) is com-mandin& and coordinating the missions
of assigned units from its bcse camp at Don& Ba Thin, RVN. From 1 December
1967 to 8 January 1968, the 10th Battalion, using the 117th ayid 92nd
Assault Helicopter Companies (AHC) and the 243rd Assault Support Helicopter
Cormpany (ASHC) plus an attached AHC from fe 214th CAB, supported the lst
Brigade, 101st Airborne Division during Operation Klamath Falls. General
support throughout the II Corps Tactical Zone, continued to bre' the primary
m-ission of assigned aviation units throughout this quarter. The Vagabond
ranks increased considerably during this period as n(w and newly activated
units joined the organization. The 243rd ASHC became operational on 19
NovPmber 1967; the 92nd AHC on 12 December 1967 and the 61st on 20
December 1967. 1.11 quickly assumed General Support II CTZ missions. On 15
Novcmbibr 1967, the 196th A.SHC replaced the 180th LSHC which transferred to
the 268th CI.P with one change in mission. On 15 January 1968, the 192nd
A t1C joined the Vagabonds -and was concurrently dispatched to Phan Thiet,
RVI1 to proviue dire.ct support to 3rd Battalion, 506th Infantry, lst Brigade
101st idrbornj Division. The 281st AHC was committed fully to Headquarters
5th Special ForccL Croup, "PROJECT DELTA" from 1 December 1967 to
16 J-nuary 1968. 4 CONFIDENTIAL
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b. Operations: The month of November was primarily one of reorg-
anization and preparation. The 243rd ASHC barely got its CH47's s~ttled in
Don& Da Thin when on 19 November 1967' six ships wcre sent to support the
52nd Combat Aviation Bsttalibn during the height of the battles at Dak To*
On 15 Novcmber the 196th LSHC woe absigned to the battalion and with it
ct'ic; the additional rceponsibility for Lane .rmy Heolipor't located at An Son,
RVN where the 19oth ASHC is bh.ed. On 22 November, the 61it LAC arrived at
An Son from COUS and rapid4y prepared for operational l dey later; the
92nd A-G was welcomcd at Dong ta Thint . While the newly arrived companies
prcpiacd for operational status, the 10th CIJ 'was preparing Plso toe move
to tactical field sites. The- J17th !2HC moved its total assets to Phan Rang
on 27 November to provicto direct support to the 3rd Battalion, 506th
Infantry, which had recently a6rrived in country to join the 1st Brigade,
01st lirborno rivision. The 2attalion Fo:rard moved to Bao Loc, RVN on 30

Novcmber as a prelude to Oper: 'ion Klamath Falls which was launched the fol-
lowing day with a multi-'battajion sized combat assault. The 240th AHC, 214th
CAB was attachcd initially to the 10th CAB for this operation. It was re-
placed, by a. sister unit, the 17th AHC# on 17 December, Four infantry
battalions and a supporting artillery battal4on ccmprised the supported
around forces. S'x CH-47 aircraft from the 243rd ASHC were colocated with
the field element.- throughout the operation. The ist Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division, conducted search and destroy operations in the area between Bao
Loc and Phan Thict. Operational statistic. for the operation are listed
below: On 1 Janucry 1968, the 117th AHC was trAnsferred out of the 10th
Battalion an.' moved to Pien Hoa. The 92nd AEC replaced it in the field until
the operatir-n term,,iated on 8 January 1968. With the return to Dong Ba Thin,,
the Ecttali.n resumtd missions in GS II CTZ.

(1) Operational Statistics for Klamath Falls. 3

UNIT TROOPS LIFTFID CARGO (in tons) SORTIES HOURS FLOVN

2LOth .'-IC 5572 139.0 4159 1783.3
19* nc .HC 668 9.8 639 100i2
lOth i1SFC 77 55.5 48  28,3
117th .;*,C 6e75 290.8 6975 2461.4
17th 0C 6 1149. 2440 4596  1538.7
92nd AHC 2 23 88.7 2500 709.4
2L33rd 1.SHC 5547 3792.8 2550 979.9

"TOTALS 27141 L620.6 2•,L66 7599.2

(2) Modica1 evacuations 54

(3) Combat Assaults

a Platoon sizo 22

b Company size U

3. Statistics recorded from the !fter fLction Report Klamoth Falls

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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c Battalion size 5

(h) AximmitIon ekpended

a 7.62mm 414561

b 2.75m'ft 2758

c 40 o 10368

(5) Night tim. hours

a 2A-D-h AC " 115.1
b 192nd AMC 10.6

C [t AH 0,00

d 11th LHC 94.9

e 17-h AHC 4 l 6.9

f 92rrd AHC 31.3

24•hv , S.;' •- 12.2

EOTLLS 311.2

(6) Ground Force results

a Enemy losses

•1 V" killed 143

2 N`t, killed 13

3. VC kill-, by air 2 (confirmed)
•44 (estimated)

4 'Small ?-rms captured 74

5 Crew scrved weapons capturdd 3

6 Rico destroyed/captured 101.125 tons

7 Salt captured 3 tons

b Friendly losses

1 !GL' 28

6
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2 WFA (Mcdevac) 106

3 VW,, (M.inor 38

4 KTA 0

(7) Anti-airc-raft fire

a Number of aircraft receiving fire 35

b Numbcr of aircraft hit 20

c Number of aircraft lost 0

d KRH? 0

e TAW. (Minor) 5

f ili',- 0

(8) •ircraft/Personnel losses non-hostile

a Numbe.r of aircraft lost 5

b Numbcr of personnel killed 4

c. Operaticns of the 243rd-Assault Support Helicopter Company

(1) The 243rd i1SHC became operational on 19 November'1967.

(2) Initially, six of the unit's CH-47 Aircraft were rllocated
in support of the 52nd CA.B during the Dek To campaign. In addition, the
unit w::s in direct support of the Ist Brigace, l0lst Airborne Division
during opcraticn Klamath Falls. Concurrently with these operations, general
supr;crt nissions in the Ii CTZ were assigned.

(3) Since beccming operational,'the following support has

b~cn prtcvided:

a Hours flown 29n3

b Troops lifted 17503

.c Cargo lifted (tons) 7256

d Aircraft recovered 10

de Operations of the 196th Assault Support Helicopter Company

(I) The unit's mission remained unchanged throughout the

CONFIDENTIAL
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period, The daily requirement included furnishing three aircraft to the
Capitol Republic of Korea Infantry Division (CRID) and six to general support
missions. DurinE Operation 1Iac Arthur, in the central highlands, (November;&
Decc.ber) the 196th wrs heavily committed in.support of the 4th Infantry
Divisicn and the 173rc Airborne Brigade (SEP).

(2) The following statistics reflect CH -47 utilization for

the rý.p-.rtinE p~ricd.

a flours 1iwn 2925.

b Troops lifted 61717

c Catrgo lifted (tons) 10190

d6 Aircraft- recovered 2

c. Operations of the 92nd Assault Ielicopter Company

ImJor operation supported during the period was Operation
Klamrath Falls. Zlemcnts arrived in Phan Thiet 131830 December 1967 to
reinforce the 117th AHC. Missions were initially flown the following day,
just two 6ays after the cnipany became operational incomtry. rue to the
ralative inexperience of assigned aviators, the 117th interchangec crews
with thQ 92nd 7.HC to further enhance the effectiveness of the company. The
base of opcration was shiftec to Fao Loc, RVN on 15 December 1967. Aircraft
of the ,2nd LiC were released and returned to DonE Ba Thin 162200 December
1967. At 291600 December 1967, the 92nd AHC received a warning order for
c:.-,osnitr.crrt as a unit in support cf operation Klamath Falls to replace the
17th LAHC. This commitxent continued until the operation terminated on
8 January 1968. In addition, other missions were flown in support of
IFFORCSV HQ; E Ccmpany, 20th Infantry ard the KACV Recondo School at Nha
Trang. During the r onth ann a half of operations, the 92nd Assault
Hulicoptor Comrpany accomplished the following:

(1) Hours flown 4.6

(2) Troops lifted 11332

(3) Cai'g> lif~týd (tons) 450

f. Operations of the 192nd i.ssault Helicopter Company

The 192nd AIC was originally assiEncc to the 26•hCAP
and lecatoc at ?hu Hiep, RVN. Six days prior to becoming operational, on
23 Novomb=r 1967, five Eunships were sent to Kentum for reinforcements in
the battle of Dak To. On 29 November, the unit was declared operational
znC Eiven m-issions in supp..:rt of the White Horse Revublic of Korea Infantry
Division (WIIRID), Capitol Republic of Korea Infantry Division (CRID), 173rd
Airborno Bri[gadc (SEP) and LcncrUl support with the ITI CTZ. On I December,
tho second platoon was mployed to An Son and placed in direct support of

CONFIDENTIAL
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CRID for a two wcek period, On 14 Jan 1968 the 192nd 1/EC was reassigned
to the 10th CAB. ., The company was moved to Phan Thict and placed in direct
support of the 3/506th Infantryj 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division on
19 January 1968.

.() Hours flown

(2) Troops lii•teO " 2•132

(3) Cargo li.tcd (torts) 760

g. Operations of the 61st Assault Helicopter Company

(W) The 61st MYC became operational in-country on 20
December 1967 with tie rissionr of general support II Corps Tactical
Zone. Combat'and dircct supp:jrt missions have bcen flown since that time
in support of Capitol ROK Divisions 173rd Airborne Brigade and in general
support of IFFORCE..

(2) Durint: the 51 days of operaticns the following support
has bcen prcvidos

a Hours flown ..4121

b Troops liftece 13631

c Car[o (tons) 51

h. Operations -)f the 281st Assault Helicopter Company

The majCr activitics conducted durine the reportinL period
4erc characterized by the continue-c support of the 5th Special Forces
Group, Detachment B-52 (Project Delta), "coastal missions ano support of
E Company, 20th Inf. Also included were two extractions of a new facet
to 281st Operations has bccn a recent cornmitjent of &ircraft for local
epipl1kýacnt of the AMPD People Sniffer. 281st aircraft anL personnel were
calle( upon to perform a yvriety, of VIP, resupply, combat, csstult and direct
c,:rabat support missions.

(1) - Operation Prairie Fire.(Kontum area, 1 - 9Nov 67)
ilthouLh the four LUH-1, aircraft assigned to this operation were pri-

marily used for rcsupply and liaison miissions, s8veraJ combat asscults.
werx flown into mountain LZ's north of Plei Djeren_.•

(2) Opcrcti.-n Lolling (Phu Hiep :area, 5 - 29 Nov 67:)
Sevon UH-lD aircraft supported 3/503, 173rd Airborne BriEaCe (SLP)

Thu aircraft p:.rticipted in rc,:upply and liaison missions as well as con•
ducting numerous combat assaults* A light fire teoa, ýlong with the ground
unit's orranic artillcry provided fire Support on all combat assaults."

(3) Operation Rose (Phan Rang area 1' - 20 Nov 67)
Six UT-lD and 2 UH-lC supported 3/506th Infantry Battalion, 1st Brigade

101st Airborne Division. Two compar-ies were lifted during the initial
CO NF ID ENT vA L
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assault into landing zones approximately fifteen miles southwest of Phan
Rant. Naval eunfire, TAC Air, !.rtillery and Cunships were USE(' to prepare

the L2's. 0#• 18 4nd 19 Novwmber a company of ARVN and a comipany of US..
troops were assaulted into an area south of Phan Rant.

0

D(i) 'Operation Sultan I (Polei Klan[ area • 23 Dec)
Duri,•.3peration Sultan I (Project Delta), a total of three ktanger

cs.panics one CIDG company and one Mobile Strike Force cimpuny werc air-
liftcu. DurinF the ccurse of the activities, the 2b1st lost threL aircraft
tc eneny fire.

S 5) Operation Sultan II (Plei r'jerenE. area 24 Jan)
Durinm this operation, three ranger companies were airlifted into' LZWs

in the operational area, In addition to the conduct of the operation for
B-52, the 281st was called upon to infiltrate two 4th Division LRRP teams.
Shortly after the inrsertion, they were subjected to intense enemy fire.
.n U.ir Fcrce Spcvlky (AC-47) provided Mini-Fun fire support and flare
illumination along with the 281st gunships. An emergency night extraction
w.-,s successfully accomplisheC without incident. Durinj. this operation,..
0k ven Ronc runner teams and thirteen r&connaissgnce terms were infil-
trated.

(6) Summary of Activities for the Quarter

a Hours flown S9923

b Troops lifted 25833

c Carlo liftec, (tons) 476

c, Training

(1) 243rd LSHC

Aviators r-d crcws, upon arriving in the Republic of
Vietnam, were assi~nc( tc othor assault Support helicopter- companies in
the theatcr ant were [iven on-the-job trainint. with these units for ap-
prcxinct.ly two wceks. Classes were f'iven in the company on~mointencnce,
Vietnam artea orientation, and standardization by battalion and unit
personnel. Infusion of officers and enlisted men provided experienced per-
sonnel in the unit for operational missions.

(2) 196th LSHC

(a) One enlisted mn attended engine school and two en-
listed men have attenCed airframe school in VunW Tau, RVN.

(b) Lesson plans were formulated, a6d subnitted to higher
hca• qu.rters for classes on military courtesy and dress. Classes are to
be ccnductc: for all Officers and NCOs in February 1968.

(3) 92n6 IFC

CONFIDENTIAL
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(a) The most siEnificant training activity within the
umnt wal in-country flitht chc.cks for company aviatorsd I. total of 13.8 hours
wcrc tloim in t~ic U-L-lH anm, UH-lC by unit instructor pilotb. This time
incluv`cd the initial oriuntatioh anc stancaroization rices as required by
the 10th CAD SOP, Neost 'i thes•. .li~htp were durink the period 27 November,
throufh 10 December 1967, before the unit became operAtiunalj bit the unit
avictur trainint is a continuous prucess. The standariizaticn of. newly
si~n&,, pilots, aircraft co&a.nder chebkrices, ind.postacciccnt check-

ricas r- a pi.rt (I that total time..

(b) Crewchiefs anu ,punners were F.ivbn refresher traininE
in air to trounc firint., assembly and disassembly, and safety aspects of
the htlicoptcr-mounted M-60 machine Luun. Approximatoly four Cay-s wcre 6e-
--otc to this instruction.

(c) Both aviators ano enlisted crewmen were instructe6
in the use of the Mark-214 Aircraft Flare. Two Cays of traininE were ce-
voteC tv this subject. The 92nC AHC is required to maintain a. flare ship
on standby niC;htly in defense of the Donr Ea Thin perimatcr. All crews
arc thoroughly trained in the employment ofthis flare.

(d) Appro:!imately four hours of instruction wer.. Eivwn
to unit aviators conccrnink use of the AN/ARX-44 Transponder .nc Flight
FollowinC Procedures in .Vietnam.

(e) Unit aviators and nonpcommdssioned officers re-
ceivec' a one and one-half hour clasg on the KY-28 voice Security eevice.

(f) One hour per month was cevotee to safety classes
for all unit aviators.

(4) 192nd ,HC

As was the casc with other new in-country units, aviators
cnc cr:ýws were attachoh for traininE to other 'HCs durinc their first two
weeks for :,;rientation. Other trainin. suuch'as'First ;id2, Weapons Familiar-
izatiorn, Care anO Cloaninf of individual and aircraft mountee weapons and
rclr.tc" subjects were continuously condu'ted with4n the unit. Much of the
training was liven durinf the twenty days aboard'ship as the unit was
enroutc to Vietnam. Staneardization checkriees were administered by.
battalion and unit instructor pilots when the ai:rcraft were brought to Phu
Hiep and prior to the company baccming operational.

(5) 61st .HC"

In-country training, was controllece by the 129th AHC,
268th CA-B, located at An Son, which was the sponsoring unit for the 61st.

4. In order .to establish a uniform usage factor, the 10th CAB sur-
veyed all units and developed an SOP fpr MA424: Flare employment. This is
attechcd as Inclosure 1, F

F "-
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In aCdition, crews were sent TDY to otheý assault helicopoer companies
fur approximattly two wuLks for in-country checkouts vnd operational
flyinL. Indivicual anc: crcw traininE was cunducted concurrently with

th. unitts preparation for operational status.

(6) 281st iHc

(r) TraininL has been continuint, in the Reconco
t,.chniqucs, with fr:;qucnt practical exercises, in'conjunction with the MAC
V Recondo School This pTrmits the 2b1st aviators to maintain their pro-
ficiency and at the same time, allows newly assii+neC personnel tic op-
purtunity to bccce familiar with the techniques used-both by Project
Delta anC 'Leconto in LMRP operations.

(b) In a-eition to the Recondo training, there has
been active and ccntinucus trainirn in such subjects as survival, cscape.
and evasion and emerjency exiting, from aircraft. Recently, classes hz.vc
also bccn Liven on maintenance and ýrcferred methods of pre-fli~iht'.
26lst p.rsonnul avc clr .sses to newly arrived members of' E Company 20th
Iof (IP) on the use of aircraft hoists, rapelling, the use of the McGuire
ri and follnwL it with practical exercises.

(7) Formal Battalion level train4nE, was not conducted.
Maximum cffort was required to bring all units to combat operational status
in the shortest possible tiric. The relative short in-country time of
those urits prier to combat operational status may be Attributcd to the
quality of the training of fort.

4. (7) LOGISTICS

a. MIajor lojistics efforts durinL this reporting period have
been Lirectec tovarc.:

(1) Eliminatin[g excess equipment on hand in units.

(2) Rcducti .n of CONEX inventory*

(3) -Improvement of motor maintenance and supply opcrations.

(0,) Coor~inatinE and plannini unit moves "

(5) Rcdistribution of body armor assets.

(6) Dong Ba Thin perimeter improvement.

(7) Impr6vcment of miniport equipment.

b. POL: The Battalion miniport equipment consists of a 240 GPM
PU11, C 350 (MPH separaýtor, a ten thousand Fallon blacler, and sufficient
h-csea, n'-zzlcs !LnCd fittings required to establish an'7ei[ht point miniport.
The -ntirc system 1.las-a 1 ton truck with trailer can be moved in one
CH-6? sortie utilizin! internal and external s.inL loaeinE.& The system
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can be instnllcC' by tvo men. This miniport was displrced five times
C'urinf; Opcrction Kloncth Falls to provide lorward area refuclinft. When
not rcquircC for forwarc areas, it was used to establish separate CH-47
rý-fuclin1 artc.

c. Supply: The practitg of maintaining an S-h representative
in th. forw,.r- arca was-highly successful. The S-h Forward served as
the c - -rt.inatint nrent b Ltwecn aviation units*anC th& FSE or FSA. The
tattr.li~n S-4h scction (.%s rnot havc the equipment ur personnel to
cetablish a unit &istributi•,n system and it is therefore necessary
for units to c,c-a diroclUtlr with .FSE. or FSA. An S-4 representative in
the forward arua r~licvcs the cumpanies of adcded coordinrtim
re-quiremcnts.

d. Assistano :Visits: All units were visited by the Battalion
Aotor Officer dnd a supply representative." A monthly visit is conducted
when possitle. These assistance visits have -standardized and improved
motor opcrations and supply-procedures.

e. EDP: EDP's have takcn from'ten to fifteen days from
rcquioition to delivery. *Additionally, parts fill of replacement
items from ASL-PLL are beinE delayed. Infusion of "aircraft caused
an imbalance of ASL-PLT, stocks which were based on the original flying
hour prograr. of assigned aircraft. Tnis-has been a major contributing
factor in the current parts shortage.

f. A shortate exists in chest protectors, emergency (URC-1O)
radios, and proper fitting ballistic flying helmets. These items are
considered .cssential for combat operations znd although. on requisition,
havw. not been received in sufficient quantities.

g. The lack of ý.n L-13 engine hot-end inspection kit has
seriously hindored the n:aintenznce effort. The does not appearto be a
local problem. Only two or three ccplete kits hrve been located in the
country, non= of which werc accessible to 10th Battalion units. Only
through perscnal liaison with a possessing unit has it been possible to
process the L-13 engines through the hot-end inspection.

h. -11 aircraft in the assigned units have again exceeded the
alloted flying hour program while continuing to maintai•h a satisfactory
percentn.ge of availatility. The following chart.is the ouarterly summary.
of maintcnance data on the flying hour program, November through January.
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MMIT 61st 92nd 192nd 281st 196th 243rd

"IC LHC IM /JC AHC LSHC ISHC

TYM L/C UH-1 UH-.1 UH-I UH-I CH-47 CH-47

V NO ;./C "'SON 28.5 27.5 26.0 .29.3 15.6 16.0

% F,LYm LE 81.0 71.0 79.1 75.9 59.6 65.7

, I:ORS 6.5 10.9 12.4 11.2 26.2 10.5
• b.o 12 ;.5 16.1 8.5 12.9 14.2 23.8

TTL NRS *QU..TER 4121 4346 2150 5993 2925 2971

"AV FLY HR FROG 1720 1650 1660 1715 783 800

FLY HR ,ROG.. 120.7 132.2 128.0 116.1 124.2 123.8

IXT IMS 1R A/C 72.5 77.1 76.8 69.7 62.1 60.5

5. (U) CTVIL ."FFAIRS

a. The Civil Actions Program has continued to function in an
outstanding manner. During the two holiday periods observed this quarter,
the children of the Tan Binh and Sai Mai orphanages attended several
parties hosted by Headquarters, 10th CIA and the 92nd AHC.

b. The 2h3rd ASHC has undertaken the task of building a huge
school cumplex for a riission in the village of Xuan Ninh, 10 miles south
of Dong Ba Thine

c. The 196th i.SHC continues to support four students Attending
the Qui lhcn ,ormel Collegc. Iiid is in the form of scholarship grants
covcring the school ycar.

d. "The281st AHC continues to support the Tan Vinh orphanage
in Nha Tran6. On 30 January 1968, six buildings were given to a
Victnnmeso prison unit. The prison provided the labor to tear the
buildings down. They werc then rebuilt by the Vietnamese themselves.

,14
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6. (U) PERSONNEL

a. During the past quarter, the 10th. CAk gained thtee helicoptor
co-ipanics from CONUS. In order'to expedite personnel in-processing, the
Battalion Personnel Section tiaveled to each new unit's assigned location.
This technique proved to be vory successful in that campany pedsonnel were
tied up a minimum amount of time.. This contributed "considerably to the
units becoming operational in the shortest period of tiles .

b. Infusion continues to be aproblem. The 196th ASHC.had
sixty-five personnel DEROS during the months of December and Januptry.
Sixty more will DEROS in February. The total number of personnbl
scheduled to DEROS over this three month period is 54% of the unit's
authorized strcngth. This existing situation .resultod fn.-m an improper
infusion program upon arrival of this unit in the Republic of Vietnhli.

7. (U) OTHER

a..Information Officer

(1) The 10th Combat 4,viation Battalion Public Information
Program continues to be active providing coveragc of the Dong Ba Thin
complex and the forward areas.

(2) A summary of the Battalion News Releases is as follows:

(a) Feature Articles 25

(b) Pictorial Releases" 35

(c) Hometown News Releases 907

(d) Formal Press Interviews' 1

(3) The Battalion continues...td "utilize the-PIO.capabilities
of higher headquarters to cover important -.evntso .-.

(4) Armed Forces Televisiqn and Radio Network is being ex-.
plorod as a possible media for dissemination of information. Liaison
has been established with the OIC of the radio station located at Dong
Ba Thin.
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bi Signal

.(1) A highlight of this quarter was the installation of a
Conmunications Center, r4dio and switchboard, at IýM Army Helipoito')An
Son, RVN. This included an AN/ARC-102 palletized tet for HF/SSB radio
ccmmunications: a radio teletypewriter set, a.VRC-2 for RTT comuunications,
with security equipment, KW-7/TSEC; giving this area .aisecure means of
sending classified messages to Dong Ba Thin. As the needs increased, a"-...
new switchboard, SB-86, was obtained but even with an increase in the
numbcr of available drops, it was soon deemed inadequate. A request has
been submitted through Signal channels to replace the existing switch-
board with the I'ANTC which should meet all existing and projected. needs.

(2) The 3.ttalion received the radio. set .kN/1MC-Ii9. which
was issued to the assigned companies (AHC). This unit proved to be an
outstanding aquisition with, however, one glaring discrepancy. Its tele-
type capability is restrictive in that no security equipment was pr6vided. :

(3) The Battalion Headquarters obtained .a radio set-,
AN/TRC-14~6, a HF/SSB voice radio which was put into use in the 17th CAG
HF/SSB radio net. This set merits mention in that it has performed .1
continuously on a twenty-four hour basis since it was issued in November
without problens.

c, Surgeon

(1) The 10th Battalion dispensary is facing a growing
personnel problem. Two medicl .aidmen are projected DEROS losses in
February, .nd the assigned strength at that time will be less than
50 of that authorized by TOE.

(2) No flight surgeon is located with tho 192nd AHC at
Phan Thiot. The Infrntry Battalion Dispensary at that location is
capablc of administering to injuries and some illnesses. A flight
Surgeon fram the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion Headquarters is
scheduled to make weekly visits to the-area to administer to the aviation
medicine needs.

d. Standardization and Safety

(1) The accident rate continues to be a major problem in all
aviation units. Fatalities from comon aircraft accidents far outnum'ber
those realizud in combat. Aecently, very strong command emphasis was placed

CONFIDENTIAL
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on safety and on accident prevention. Safety and standardization must be
inseparable and interdependent on each other. Both the Battalion Safety
Officer and the Battalion Standardization Officer have combined their efforts to
aggressively attack and combat this problem. They are continuously
evaluating accident reports for obvious trends. All Safety hazards are
being disseminated rapidly to all concerned via the Standardization and
Safety Newsletter. Through these combined efforts, a downward trend is
beginning to materialize.

(2) Experience, or rather its inadequacy, continues to pos
problems, particularly in the assault helicopter companies. Fully qualified
standardization instructor pilots are in short supply. A continuous
training program is essential to keep even a minimum number available in
these units. A newly-graduated aviator who is above average in all
respects usually cannot be appointed as an instructor pilot until the
eighth or ninth month in RVN. Infusion programs for the new companies
have been beneficial in this respect.

17
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SECTION II: Commander's Observations and Recommendations

Part 1 Obvervations (Lessons Learned)

1. (U) Personrel - None

2. (C) OPERATIOtS

a. ITEM: Pathfinder Employment

IJISCUSSION: During the recently concluded ýperation KIAMATH
FALLS, the use of organic pathfinders in the ,PZ's and Wes significantly
contributed to the success of airmobile operations. The ground elements
wore at first reluctant to rolinguish control of the piokk-up zones
but after working with the pathfindors on several.!ifts, they* Velcomod
this professional and highly qualified team to the operations4

OBSERVATION: In this instance, it was necessary to educate
the groued elements in the employment of pathfinders in airmobile opeiations.
A letter- was prepared outlining the duties of the pathfinders in. an
effort to sell these services to the ground units. It is important that
the value of using pathfinders be realized by the supported ground forces.

b. ITEM: CS Gas Missions

DISCUSSION: The 196th ASHC recently had an incident involving
S55 gallon drum of CS gas exploding in an aircraft while in flight#

OBSERVATION: Although the crew wore their protective
masks, all personnel aboard the aircraft were not wearing them during
thc conduct of this mission. T1,S rosulted in ---m r damage to the
aircraft causcd by the escaping gas affecting .those without masks and
hampering the ability of the crew to control the ship.

c. ITEM: Requirement for Separate Frequencies during Combat
Nissions.

DISCUSSION: Resupply of Artillery units occurs on a daily
basis whore generally no communications. problems are encountered. However,
when considering the move of TAC CP's and Artillery Fire Bases, the
Administrative not comi.only used is overworked. Consequently, poor
ccmiunications with the supported units is oxperienccd.

5 Ltr, Pathfinder Support is attached as Inclosure 2

CONF' D6NTIAL.
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OBSERVATION: An extroaely undesirable situation exists in
FZ's and IZ's. Too often, the radio operator in these areas is not
familiar with airmobile operations and in addition, is often hampered by
having to handle administrative traffic on the same frequency. A separate
aviation radio frequency should be designated for use during moves* To
facilitate a smoother operation, pathfinders should be utilized to the
manximum extent.

d. IT•I: Gunship Tactids,

DISCUSSION: During operations against the hostil forces
attampting to overrun Phtan Thieti the 192nd AHC guns.hips, in tupport Of
ground troops, were deployed against fixed, hard defensive positions.
On repeated passes against these type targets, numerous hits wore taken
by the aircraft ond crewiimbers from automatic weapons within these defenses
despite additional suppressive fire from friendly ground elemcntsý The
gunships utilizing 2.75 inch rockets with ten p. nd warheads, were
unable to neutralize these targets.

OBSERVATION: Gunship tactics should not include attempted
reduction of hard targets, regardless of the intensity of suppressive fire,
without heavier rocket warheads.

c. ITE2: Night Hunters

BISCUSSION: Night Hunter teams, in this instance, are
composed of a slick 'Hunter" equipped with two starlight scopes mounted
on K-16 rifles, two spotters and a normal crew; a flare ship carrying
forty or more flaeos; and a light fire team as an escort. Experience
with this concept shows that lower :altitude and-airspeed are a definite
aid to the spotters. Diinishing returns are observed at apprcximately
two hundred foot absolute altitude and forty knots airspeed. At this
point, the aircraft and crew become extremely vulnerable to hostile fire,
and the physical scope area coverage is reduced. Properly trained crews,
working with minimum lighting can produce effective results operating
at altitudes and airspeeds within safe operating limits of the aircraft.

OBSERVATION: Night Hunter aircraft should not be employed
below two hundred feet absolute altitude or at less than forty knots air-
speed. Increasing both to accamodate rolling or variable terrain will
not reduce the effectiveness of target spotting.

f, ITEM: Command Relationship

DISCUSSION: Due to mobility inherent ih aviation units, there
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are numerous RON missions and extended field operations invblving flight
platoons, sections and sin-e aircraft ih which they are eequired to
back-up another aviation uniti Often# the brews tind thembelves in a
situation where contact with their pa:eit unit is impossible and the
locol aV1lation u~1it is unable to provide the rscenry suppoot required
to sustain operationsl

OBSERVATION: If a flight platoon, section, single Ship or an
entire company is dispatched to back up or support another aviation unit
qnd the mission involves an RON or for an extended period of time, the
,ommand relationship between the twc aviation unitas must be specified
(Attachment, Operational Control, etc) in the movement order or mission
recuest.. Logistical, maintenance and adhinistrative support is determined
by this relationship.

3. (U) Training and Organization

a. ITTE1: CA Training

DISCUSSIONt At the beginning of Operation klamath Falls.
it was evident from the rash of strike and RPM-loss accidents that the
117th AHC was weak in the fundamentals of formation flying and combat
assault operations. The unit had been in General Support 31 CTZ for the
previous seven months and had recently received a large number of
newly rated aviators. Monthly training in formation flying and combat
issaults had been plannad but it was impossible to conduct corpany
raining because the unit's aircraft were scattered throughout the II

Corps arca on various missions.

OBSERVATION: The technique of combat assaults is an art which
reouircs constant practice not only fromrthe individual aviator-s view-
point but tc develop the unit working as a team. All opportunities to
practice this trpining must be taken in otder to maintain the high
degree of proficiency required. Platocn or even section sized training
in this area is encouraged.

be ITill Instrument Training

DISCUSSION: Due to the flying environment in Vietnam and the
changing weathcr conditions, a need exists for.CHff47 aviators to be fully
instrument rptcd. The 243rd ASHC received several non-instrument rated
aviptors and time was not available to qualify them prior to deoloymant.
Although a few school quotes were made svailealq, the priorities of
transition and POR qualification allowed only three aviators to attend
the school at Fort Ruckcr.
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ORSERVATTONJ Greater emphasis should be placed on instrument
qualification prior to aviators being assigned to an assault sipport
helicopter cormpany, Thia must be done in OOMUS where ample quotas are
available. Too often, completion of a mission is affected because of
adverse weather conditions and-non-instrument rated aviators in the cockpit,

c. ITEM4: CH-47 Aviator Training

DISCUSSION- The majority of loads carried by the CH-47 are
external. A definite need exists for aviators and flight cres- to-re-
ceive training in this area. Fort Rucker is conducting unrealistic
transition training since- the terrain and the .heavy artill.ry-Kequipment
necessary, to operate with and within ' Vietnam is not present.

OBSERVATION: All CH-47 trensition programs should include
a minimum of ten hours in sling operation4, particularly mountain'flying
sling operations. Where assigned aviators are not qualified in cargo
helicopters this training should be increased. Posts such as Fort Sill,
Oklahoma and Fort Hood, Texas are more suitable for this type of training.

I. (C) Intelligence

ITTE-: Timely Intelligence

DISCUSSION: The. 10th CAB area of interest covers the entire
IT Corps Tactical Zone. The• Battalion aircraft, on general support
missions, are continually engaged in airmobile operations and resupply
all over the zone. Additionally, companies operate from four separate
base areas; An Son, Nha Trang, Dong Ba Thin and Phan Thiet. Timely
intelligence is essential to assist these units in the safe performance
of their assigned missions as well as for the security of their base
installtions.

OBSERVATION: Daily INTSMS4 and PERINTREPS from IFFORCEV
usually take five days to reach the battalion by distribution. They
are of little or no tactical value. The aviation company must rely
exzlusively on local sources and supported units -for timely intelligence.

5. (C) Logistics

a. 1T7: Establishment of CH-47/UH-l Refueling areas.

DISCUSSION: Colocation of refueling areas for C*H-47/A1-1
is undesirable. The high winds from the CH-47 rotor wash create hazardous
conditions for a UH-l whether on the ground or at a hover. The CR-47
also occupies two UH-I refueling points.

C C4FI o T! L
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OBSERVATION: During multiple helicopter operations, refuelinig
both type of aircraft from a single miniport significantly impedes the
flow of traffic. %eparito refueling areas for CH-h?7s and UJH4l's were used
on Operation Klampth Falls. 4hen establishing a CH-47 refueling point,
considerntio&n should be given to site location in order to facilitate
movcment from the refueling area to the cargo sling-out area.

b. ITP!- Uhit MoVements

DISCUSSION: The 10th CAB was involved in six moves, company
size or larger, during Operation Klamath Falls.. Movement was by air,
convoy and LST. Theoversize vans of the maintenance detachments re-
quired land movement. When a convoy displacement occurs, the aviation
unit is-without heavy maintenance capability for the time that the convoy
is enroute as well as for a period of time prior to and after the actual
move.

-OBSERVATION: All moves pointed out the need for units to
maintain accurate movement data for all combinations and modes of travel.
although the solution appears to be complete air-mobility for maintenance
units, this is not a reality at this time. U'its should tailor their
existing maintenance assets to permit movement by organic aircraft of
maxinum maintenance facilities.

c. ITFM: Usage Factors, CL III and V

DISCUSSION: Pre-operational estimates for quantities of Class
III and V must be accurate to prevent shortages or overages. Ex-
perience factors create the soundest base from which requirements can
be established. During periods of field operations, daily usafe rates
should be accurately recorded. Usage factors can then be determined to
facilitate future planning.

OBSERVATION: Based on the experience of the 10th CAB, a

planning chart was developed. The figures, although not concrete, have been
uscd frequently to determine requirements for field operations. Average
daily consumption rates for UH-1 and CH-h7 in POL and an average of the
daily ammunition expenditures have enabled the S-h to correctly project
the requirements for platoons and sections placed on TDY with other units
in the IT Corps area.

6. (c) OTHER

(2oi.h ~C-wNr"
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a. Signal

(1) TTEM: Equipment Shortage

DTSCITSSIO!1: During the Operation K-Lamath Falls period,
the Battalion Signal Section was responsible for operations at Dong Ba
Thin, An Son and in the field location. Although the missions were
fulfilled, the section was severly taxed. A portable HF/SSB radio set,
similar to an AN/PRC-h7 for use in a jump command post, would have been
ideal for use in the field.

OBSERVATION: More light-weight, Compact equipment is
needed which can easily be moved from place to place to accomodate fluid
situationz. The AN/VRC-2 proved to be outstarding for field use in that
it was vehicular mounted and easily transported by CH-47,

QoI\JF -. NThIA
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PART II - REC0,40MNATIONIS

lo (U) Personnel - None

2. (C) Operations:

a, Reference: CS Gas Missions

Recommenrl that all personnel Crew and passengers aboard air-
craft performing Vas missions be equipped with )rotective mask and
that all on board be required to wear the masks duH[glf1i.ht,

b. Reference: Separate Lift Frequenbie8

Recommend that separate frequencits be established during
combat operations for, administrative and operational traffic. --

c. Reference: Command Relationship

Recommend that all mission requests specify command relation-
ship between aviation units and reinforcing aviation support.

3. (C) Traininr and Orgarizations

Reference: CH-h7 Aviator Training

Recommend that additional sling load training be included

in CH-47 transition with emphasis onmrltti Qperations.

4. (C) Xntelligence:

Reference: Timely Tntelligence

Recommend that INTSUMS from IFFORCEV be distributed by electronic
means to all combaqt avintion battalions.

5. (U) Loristics" None

6. (U) Other: None

2 Tncl M""ARION F. ENGLAN "

1, SOP,N Jht Flare operations LTC, ARTY
2. Letter, Pathfinder Support Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS, 17th Combat Aviation Group, APO 96240, 25 Fen 68

TO: Commanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, ATTN: AVGA-GC-OT, APO 96350

1. (U) The 10th CAB Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending
31 January 1968 is forwarded for information and action as necessary.

2. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this ORLL and concurs with
the report as modified herein.

3. (C) Reference Section I, Para 7. b. (1), concerning radio and
telephone communications. 17th CAG has made liaison with the 21st Signal
Croup for installation of the AtN/MTC-1 switchboard.

4. (C) Reference Section I, Para 7. c. (2), concerning medical aid
to 192d AHC. Nonconcur, adequate medical coverage is availanle under
current arrangements with supported unit.,

5. (C) Reference Section II, Part I, Para 5. h., concerning air
transportaole maintenance equipment. Concur. MTOE 1-77G containing the
required air transportable items has been approved by HQ, USARV and
forwarded to tne Department of the Army.

6. (C) Reference Section II, Part I, Para 6. a., concerning
equipia:ent shortage. 17th CAG has received an allocation of five (5)
AN/VSC-2's. One or more of these sets will be reallocated to the 10th CAB
as the tactical situation requires. Pending MICUE 1-256G provides for one
AN!/VSC-2 organic to each aviation battalion.

7. (C) Reference Section II, Part IT, Para 2. c., item concerning
command relationship. Nonconcur. Command relationships are outlined in
Annex G, 17th CAG SOP dtd 1 Jan 68. Changes to these relationships are
spe.lled out in missions as required.

8. (C) Reference Section II, Part II, Para 4., item concerning
timely intellegence. Concur. 17th CAG has requested of IFFV that
10th CAB be placed on electrically transmitted daily IFr'QRCEV INTSUM.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

R0BXýRT R.. ILOVELY
Captain, AGC
Assistant Adjutant

2.6 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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AVFA-GC.0T (15 Fob 68) 2d Id
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lossons Learned for Quarterly Period

31 January 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 UIC WFAJAA 10th Cbt Avn Bn (U)

HF.DQJARTRiS, I FIELD FORC VIETNA, AM 96350 1 MAR 1968

TO: Conuanding General, Ist Aviation Brigade, APO 96375

Concur'.

FOR THE COMHAN4DE:

--* " 6B'ERXT . GABBARD " '

1IT; AGC
ASST ADJUrA\Jr G•-1•,-0

Copy furnished:
17th CAG



CONFI DENTIAL

.vl"A-C (15 Feb 68) 3d Ind
..3U LJýT: erationJ.t -eport for -.,uarter I~ding 31 January 1968 (fiCS

LJ.d~~A~IiLl'fl? iA1V~Wl(GAUE., iPO 96384 MAR Z '

J~RU: COPi',aidinrg (GeicrdL, US !'rmy Vietnam, it"rIll: PViU-ul AB-) 96375
Coi-iu-indor in Chief, UIS Army Facific, XRPTi': GCr' F-UI',-d'o 96558

T'O: Assistanrt Chief of ý3taff for Force Development, bi, (AC"-GI0 UiA),
Washin,_ton, D.C. 20310

1. (U) 'rhis hcadiuartbers h~.IL ruvicwed Luubject rer:ort of tLie loth1 Combat
ikviaLioii !aLtalion,' considero it to be adeqluate, and concurs with the
conitents.- as indorsed.

2. (C) The followhinr _,dc.itioriaJ co%.c nts are considered rporLincut:

~..eference: :;cc 1, para '7c(2), pa:,c 16; ass;ignment of a iiedical
Cdetacl.:'C lt, when av:~iilab~l, is- undor ct..ns;ideratioii b,,, thli! l1u-dquarturs.

b. 1ieferexce: ý$ec 1, )ara 7d(2), page 1*6; Liis 1:cadc,.iarturs is sur-
ve,, in ':iLs subo~rdiina.te u~nits to deter:!i:Lne status of Iristructor ýilots jr~
J't -,,, arQxuzatjelo listructor >,iiot:; and will ;,,akc rccovrmer-,dations by zerarate
s.cLLot, b,-secl on resulL:s of their survey-.

c. I'Leference: Jiec 11, tpzxa 5, 1-L:,c 4; current United :2tates -.rfv
'Victiý:izs lettcr, subject >a~n:of L1efucliiný and PaLrking .-reas, dated

L' ,ovc-.-ber 1(/167 specifies the ixo-tc:r sr~acjiladarneen o euln
anid porkarlfr' areas.

EAW]S T. TURN11M

~Aaudt Adjutant Gga"~m

DOWNGRADED AT 3 .YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (15 Feb 68) 4th Ind (C) CPT Arnold/twl/LBN 4485
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968

(RCS CSFOR-65)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 12 APR 19B

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

.1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1968 from Headquarters,
10th Combat Aviation Battalion as indorsed.

2. (C) Pertinent comments follow:

at Reference item concerning instrument training, page 20, paragraph
3b: Concur. One of the prerequisites for attending the CH-47 aviator transi-
tion course is to have a current Army Rctary %Wing Instrument Certificate.
Past experience indicates that this is the prerequisite most commonly waived
by DA. The problem is one of availability of RW instrument qualified aviators
to attend this course. If the requirement fQor instrument qualification is not
waived, there will be inadequate input to maintain the present student level.

b. Reference item concerning CH-47 aviator training, page 21, paragraph
3c; and page 24, paragraph 3: Concur. The present program of instruction
at Fort Rucker contains 12 hours of flight instruction on sling load operations.
Beginning in March 1968, a portion of the fifth week of training will be con-
ducted in mountainous terrain at Fort McClellan, Alabama. This is a direct
result of the 2d Quarter, FY 68 USCONARC liaison visit.

c. Reference item concerning separate lift frequencies, page 24, para-
graph 2b. The advantages of a separate lift frequency are recognized; how-
ever, additional frequencies are not available for allocation. Therefore,
using unit commanders must reallocate existing frequency assets in order to
satisfy the requirement. The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion has one UHF
and three FM frequencies assigned by the 17th Combat Aviation Group.

28

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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AVHGC-DST (15 Feb 68) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968

(RCS CSFOR-65)

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting unit
through channels.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. S. NAVT ATSUKAriA
Captain. .. %C
Assistant A(Ijutant G*enevA

Copies furnished:
10th Cbt Avn Bn
I st Avn Bde

29



GPOP-DT (15 Feb 68) (U) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 10th Cbt Avn Bn for Period Ending

31 January 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 2 MAY t163

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHTEF:

MAJ, AGC

Asst AG

.30



, CONFIDENTIAL
I'LPI•IENT OF THE £1.HTY

HE&JKT.UJtTERS, 10TH CCUBIT 1AVI1TICE BLTTALION
IYO 96377

Incl 1
i.VGD-I.E 19 December 1967

SUBJECT: Night Flare Operations

TO: Commanding Of.iicor
17th Cobzt i.viation Group
;0 96240

1. FUTLPOSE: To provide guidance and procedures for commanders and
merbur- of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion in the employmnnt of the Mark
2L flard for night co:,bat operations.

2. SCOPE: This SOP is provided asia guide only. The terrain and
cnemy situation may alter thcse procedures in order to accomplish the
fLission.

3. PRFSPOI SIMLITIES:

a. Each platoon commander will insure that an enlisted member in
the gradc of 2-5 or above a1nd four (4) other enlisted men of his platoon
arc thoroughly trainod as a "flare-tenm" in the operation and employment
of tho IK-24 flar, from the UH-lD and UH-lH helicopters.

b. Each aircraft conmndc.r or pilut in command will insure that
he and "flare-tetmv." are thoroughly ledsQiLoftisSOP<t1$o op'
crating procedures of the 11-24 flare prior to accep'•ing or proceeding
with ZL flare drop irissi,ýn.

a. The two most conzron flares utilized by Army Aviation in Viet-
n=,m arc the 11-24, 1iodels 3-A and 3. The following is a description of
each:

1. I.oeol clL: Wcight - 24 poimds
Burning Time - 2½ minutes with two million

candlepower. (hCP)

2. Lodel 3: ',icight - 27 pounds
Burning Time - 3 minutes w/2 MCP.

CONFIDENTIAL DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
./V /, DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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CONFIDENTIAL

,.VC1D-L 19 December 1967
SUB3JZCT" Night Flare .pera.tins

b. (OpLrational settings and information pertaining to drop pro-
ct.rurcs a:d altituces to be used are included in the storage container of
each flarc.

5. OFER.•TIONS:

a. The UH-lD and UH-lH have a capacity for 40 flares which will
pr.'vido coutinucus illumination for one hour and forty rinutes using the
III- lodtl 1.t( two hours with the 3 Yodel.

b. Altitude settings for drop, ignition and burn-out are pre-
scribed in theý appropriate instruction sheet issued with each flare. The
op.timum altitude for dropping flares is 2200 - 2700 feet absolute. 2200

feet will give a ground burn-out and 2700 feet will give a 500 feet burn-
out. NOTE: Wind ,,rift must be taken into consideration for mYximurn
illuiiinati.n. Close attcrition tc forecasted wind conditions and trial and
error corrections are the best methods for deteriining wind drift. The
winC drlft fornula, Drift, (in Meters) = Altitude, (in hundreds of feet) X
vind v~locity, (in knots), X the given factor("l), may be used for dropping
the initial flare.

c. The bast airspeed for dropping the MK-24 flare is 60 knots
inC'ic.tcd.

d. The flarc-tcan lacer in the grade of E-5 or above and a
.. inii-,un of one other EMR, trained in flare ship operations, will arm and
.repare flaros; fur drc•,3pinE . All flares will be attachec to an "0" ring
in the floor of the aircraft by the use of an 8 to 15 fc.;t static line.
The Static line is normsily locally procured using nylon parachute sus-
pcnsi n linc ci 500 p.;unc-s tensile strength and a suitable snap-link. The
fl-,re-tean leader will wear a flight helmet or headset so as to facilitate
czwmunicationa with tVe aircr'ft commander. He will insure that all set-
tings are in the desired position and the safety pin is nct removed until
just prior to drop. Upon landing, he will insure that all safety pins are
sccurcly in place and that all dials arc returned to SAFE position. He
will rci -rt t1is tc the aircraft commander.

6. SAFETY:

a. It must bc remembered that flares burn powdered magnesium
anC .-.thcr chonmicals. They will melt steel and cannot be extinguished.
The flare case falls free. Extreme care must be taken to prevent in-
a uvertent itnitint in the aircraft and/or dropping over friendly troops.

b. The 50 f_,ut steel drop-away static line, issued for use in
Crcppini the 1i.K-2b flare, is not suitable for use in the Uh-lD and UJH-lH
helic opters. Shý.ul( the cable fail to drop away, aoproxinwvtely two feet

3L
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9/ CONFIDENTIAL
19 Dccombor 1967

SUPJiCT: fli~ht Flare Opor.t.ticns

of cable vz:uld extc~nd pn'st the tai! rotor of the nircraft prsntn
pcssiblc cntrntl~mcrnnt anC!' a safety hazards

FOR THE CONMM~NER:

s/Ei.RL H.* ThLLEY
ELRL H. 'ThiLIEY
Ma~j, Inf
fdjutatnt

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
DF:.TIET OF THE ;ABIY

1{E_.DrU ° TERS 10TH MCO'LT AVIATION BATTALION
ABe 96377

Incl 2
3 January 1967

SUUJZCT: Fathfinder Support

TO:CuCi) Genieral
lUt Bri1.a 01, 10st Airborne Division
.. O 6S Fcrces 96307

]. Thu 10th Combat Aviatin Battalion hnas participated in 32 separate
ccmb. t cporati. ns since it b.came operational in September 1965. During
the wore than twD years of sustained field operatiuns, the employment of
or- anic pathfinders in PZ' s ,nd LZ' s has been -,n integral Dart of its
organizati-ii for combat. On 28 December 1966, the 10th Combat Avi-ticn
Battalion cunductec what is considered to be the largest non-illuminated
nir,,ht cnmbat assault ever made by a sing-le aviation battalion. Through
the effective use of pvathfinders in both thejLZ's and PZ's, the entire
ist Eri, adt, 101st A'irborne Division was assaulted into one and. two ship
size LZ' ts hiL-h in the mountains to the north and east of Kontumz. The
prthfindCrs, efectively using voice communications and flashlights in
the LZ's, Luidod the ships safely to the r,ound. The entire assault was
c e.uctex fr~m niinniht mitil five in the morning ,nd was made without
incident. it was primarily because of the effectiveness of the pathfinders
that ,-uch a mission was possiblc.

2. The pathfinders .o. infantrymen so they are fully cognizant of

the rcquircments cnK cr-p ..p. -lities of the ground forces. In addition, they
arc. hi'hly traincd in air trafIfic control as well as the capabilities and
l:Ks.imtations ,of the supporting aviation clements. There is also a material
c,.nficcncc b. twecn trio aviators and the pathfinders an" this mutual support
t~nC.s t- substentially ircre!se the effectiveness of both.

3. On a typical cm:.lzyorent, for example, in the pick-up zone, the
p-thfindcr is brought out to the area in the comm.and and control aircraft
prior tc the st-rt 7f the operation. With Uis experience, he quickly
cvaluatos the area, consi½ering the size and 6irensions, the velocity and
lircctieorLf thc wind acan' the density altitude. He establishes a control

pcint from vhich he will be able to observe the flight path in and out of
tiic area; he chocks the surface of the landing area for the best touchdown
po:.nt availblu nnn then establishes ACL's base. on this evaluation. To
all this, ho ad(: the intanLiblc factor; the capability of the zircraft
an- the .-victc>r. The latter he has gainedl through personal association

CONFIDENTIAL
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(Ic Nli ~~C (ALaVCI,-•jI3 Jrnuary 1 6

SUBJECT:

with tho aviation unit involve(. Through this constant evaluation of all
theso factors, the pathfincer effectively guides the aircraft into and
out of the pick-up zone with the confidence inherent within thig wvrking
experionce. In addition, he is constantly aware of the exact number oi
troýps liftcd and romaininL and keeps the mission coimander aware of the
ex-istinG situatiýýn.

. I-hcn moving a ThC dP or an artillery fire base, the pathfinder
plays an even more promanout role, both ýin the pick-ip "s Well as in the
Crop zone. In aU,1ition to, controlling the aircraft he also coordinates
betwcen the artilltry anc' infantry on the Crcund as to the efficient
omipOyrnont of each CH-h7 sortio. 4Jainn, hii traininG and knowledge in
both aviation as well as in ground tactics enable him to satisfy the
rcquircments of both.

5. In view of the above mentioned consideration, with an increased
emphasis on aviation safety, it is highly reconmunded that pathfinder
supocrt bt included in all future planning for combat aviation operations.

s/1JLRED R. SVITH
ALFRED R. S-1ITH
LTC, Inf
Deputy Commander

3S,-
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